


https://www.facebook.com/groups/379827850276719/?ref=share

https://www.facebook.com/groups/379827850276719/?ref=share






www.jillwilliamson.com/helps

https://jillwilliamson.com/helps/


WHAT IS A TIMELINE?

• A representation of important events in the 
order in which they occurred.

• They help us decide what to include in our story.

• They give us a map to follow. We can pinpoint 
the story structure and plan where characters 
and storylines will intersect.



WHY MAKE TIMELINES?
-Timelines keep you organized.

-They help you keep your facts straight.

-They give you a history for characters to talk about.

-They help you create a history that influences current events.

-They helps you intersect real history in a historical story.

-They guide the writing and help keep the storyline tight.

-They keep your plot happening in a realistic manner.

-They help you see plot holes.

-They help you deepen character storylines and find places where they 
can intersect.



EARLY STORY DECISIONS INVOLVE TIME
• Time passing by does not affect the length of a book. 

• A book might span a single day. One sentence might cover a lifetime.

• Decide what story you are going to tell and how much time you will need 
to tell it.

• How old will you characters be at the start of the story?

• How old will they be at the end?

• Where does the story start? What places will they go? How long does it 
take to get from place to place? Where will the story end?

• All of these decisions about time will help you tell your story.



DIFFERENT TYPES OF TIMELINES

•Historical timelines help you discover and 
make sense of the world. They help you 
organize backstory and world building.

•Current-day timelines help with plot, character 
actions, pacing, and the story’s flow.

•Both help your story feel more realistic.





FROM THE BEGINING



FROM THE BEGINING



HISTORY OF A SINGLE PEOPLE GROUP



REAL HISTORY IS MUCH MORE COMPLEX



DECIDE HOW COMPLEX YOU WANT TO 
BUILD THE HISTORY OF YOUR WORLD





TIMELINE CAN HELP YOU PLOT



TIMELINE CAN HELP YOU PLOT



TIMELINE CAN HELP YOU PLOT



MAPS CAN SHOW THE POINTS OF A JOURNEY, 
WHICH CAN HELP WITH PACING 



TIMELINES CAN KEEP TRACK OF 
WHAT CHARACTERS ARE DOING

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ETmYLAFsR-U/VDLnHkh46FI/AAAAAAAAL5Y/VyhbXNHZ_Cs/s1600/Historical+Timeline+Screenshot.png


DON’T FORGET WHAT YOUR 
VILLAIN IS DOING



USE TIMELINES FOR DYSTOPIAN ORIGINS



ADDING REAL HISTORY





USE A STORY CALENDAR



USE A STORY CALENDAR



USE A STORY CALENDAR



TIMELINES FOR TIMESLIP STORIES



TIMELINES STORYBOARD STYLE

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-kVPmkK8f2ww/UKaX6MFdBdI/AAAAAAAAPn4/DNxZ247u_2Y/s1600/20121112_212253.jpg


ADD DATES TO YOUR STORYBOARD



ADD TIMELINE DATES TO A PLOT DIAGRAM 
FOR A VISUAL PLOT STRUCTURE AND 
TO SEE CHARACTER INTERACTIONS 



ADD TIMELINE DATES WHEN YOU 
STORYBOARD A SERIES



WHEN YOUR BOOK IS BROKEN, INCORPORTATE 
YOUR TIMELINE TO A CHAPTER BREAKDOWN



DETERMINE TRAVEL TIMES ON YOUR MAP







WHO COULD I COMBINE? HOW WILL THEY 
GET THERE? HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE?



MAKE YOUR OWN
-Decide what type on timeline you need.

-Make a list of important events.

– Births, wars, changes in government, new jobs, etc.

-Add fun stuff too.

– The smoke and mirrors makes readers think you thought of everything.

-Have a reason for the events that really matter.

– Darkness, Mr. Wickham, Timeline book/movie

-Look for holes that need to be filled.

-Look for things that aren’t working and tweak them.

– Beauty and the Beast prologue (10 year old kid learn how to love, 
cursed for 10 years…)



THE KINSMAN CHRONICLES
• Prequels can be trouble!

• I started with the oldest year mentioned in the book and 
ended with the current year.

• I added deaths of kings, coronations, marriages, and 
birthdates of royalty and main characters.

• I studied a timeline of England's kings to give inspiration as 
to length of rule, deaths, marriages, and successions, etc.

• I also referenced a timeline for the War of the Roses, which 
inspired ideas for minor political disagreements.

• I filled in dates for a recent war, an important treaty, and 
prophecies—all events mentioned in the story.

• I did this to a lesser extent with the other cultures in my series.





USE PAPER



USE WORD



USE A SPREADSHEET

Download Stephanie’s free Story Workbook Tutorial: 
https://goteenwriters.com/get-your-free-story-workbook-tutorial/

https://goteenwriters.com/get-your-free-story-workbook-tutorial/


USE A SPREADSHEET



USE SCRIVENER

Learn more from Lady Writer Eva Deverell at: 
https://www.eadeverell.com/scrivener-corkboard-
templates/

https://www.eadeverell.com/scrivener-corkboard-templates/


KEEP TRACK OF YOUR WRITING TIME
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