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Brainstorming Worksheets for Writers

N
For you visual learners, here are some worksheets to help you brainstorm your stories. Many of

these were included in the back of my Go Teen Writers and Storyworld First books.
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GOODREADS IS . .

-A soclal media site for readers & books.

-A place to promote your books to
people who really like reading books!



According to Statista.com . . .
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Today there are over 120 million users!



The Cons of Goodreads

A The site is not user friendly. (When in doubt, find tutorial
videos!)

A Harsh reviewers.
A Owned by Amazon.com. (Have to pay for giveaways now.)

ad D2 2 R W& la Rval to Amazon as a place for discovering
0 2 2 1 athis dealdRO 2 Y & 2 AmaZRi's{p&@nér to determine
which authors get exposure for theawr 2 NJ P¢€

¢TheNew York Timesegardingthe 2013
Amazonacquisition of Goodreads



On Goodreads Reviews

A Book reviews matter.

A Three and fousstar reviews are What the stars mean.
Important. You need these! Jo00reads  amazoncom
A Goodreads book reviews are It was amazing

iIndividually more powerful than
Amazon reviews because readers
talk about them, share them, and
Interact with them.

A You can interact with Goodreads SN LR
reviews to ensure more readers
see them and your book.

| don't like it




Need help? Ask a Goodreads Librarial

A They are volunteers.

A They can help fix things that
authors cannot fix.

A Learn more here:

[ 1 ibrary B



https://help.goodreads.com/s/article/What-is-a-Goodreads-Librarian-1553870935316

The Pros of Goodreads

A Get free exposure for your boak before you even finish
writing the book!

A Help your author friends get exposure for their books.
A Find new readers.

A Communicate with your readers.

A Share your own reading preferences.

A Do a Goodreads Giveawaylt is worth the price.

A There is so much more.



How it Works (The Algorithm)

Exposure on Goodreads
comes from one of two
ways:

AUser engagement o Ea
APaid advertising Co-
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3 books behind schedule
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Celebrating Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month
Discover more than 100 new and upcoming books from AAPI authors!

UPDATES £} Customize

Brett Shaffer reviewed A Flower Amidst the Flames 12m
Rating Fde e h* Read Brett Shaffer s review

| thought | would take a second to thank you all for reading my debut novel,
A Flower Amidst the Flames. It truly encompasses everything | love about
the genre of YA fantasy and | feel grateful to share it all with you!

From its action to characters.... More

A Flower Amidst the Flames
W by Brett Shaffer

e Rate it

The allure of roses is undeniable, but beneath their
delicate beauty lies a deadly they have thorns, and
they will kill... Princess Belyx Velena is far from an
ordinary princess... Continue reading

Like - Comment

Nrite a comme
&’ Wirite a comment... -

Barb entered a Book Giveaway 15m

Sword Catcher (Sword Catcher, #1)
by Cassandra Clare @
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New and Upcoming Books to Discover
This AAPI Heritage Month
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49 fikes - 14 comments

RECOMMENDATIONS

Because you are currently reading David: 20
Days with A Heart Like His:

- The Prayer of Jabez:
: Breaking Through to
PRAYER ' the Blessed Life
4 JABEZ il }
AL by Bruce H. Wilkinson

E drdkhd - 396
Want to Read

Dr. Bruce Wilkinson, president of Walk Thru the
Bible Ministries, takes readers to 1 Chronicles
4:10 to discover how they can release God's
miraculous power and experience the...
Continue reading

View all books similar to David: 90 Days with A
Heart Like His

GOODREADS CHOICE AWARDS
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Jill Williamson cae sunor s ) coodreads Author
Born in The United States
July 11, 1975
Wizbsite hittpe v jillwilliamescon.com
A U T H O R Twitter JilWvilliameon
Genme Fantasy, Young Adult, Children's YO u r auth O r
Influenc=s Tolkien, Rowding, Brandon Sanderson, Frank Perettd, Lioyd Alexander .more
Membssr Simos February 2008

e profile page is
Jill Williamson is an award-winning fantasy and science fiction author of over twent.y Whe re yo u Wi I I

books including By Darkness Hid, which won several awards and was named a Best

https ://WWW. qoo ere— d g Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror novel by VO¥A magazine. She has also written Write yo u r
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YOUR GOAL AS A
GOODREADS AUTHOR IS TC

-Get a lot of followers (and friends too!)
-Continually add new friends (capped at 5K).

-Post updates to get your books into your
F2ff{26SNRQ YR FNASYRA
of that free engagement exposure.



HOW TO GET IN THE FE

-You post or interact.

-Your friends post about or interact
with your books.



FRIENDS AND FOLLOWERS WIL

-See your activity in their feed.

-See In their feed when their friends post
about your book.

-Get an email when you:
-Have a new book release.
-Host a book giveaway.

-Write a blog posit.
FlyfSaa UKSeQUS 2LISR 2dz



HOW TO FIND FRIENDS & FOLLOW

'POSt COOI Sthf. Q{jj_j:-:jj_jdreads Home My Books
1 aS €2dzNJ UKNBS a4/ dz\ssssnm
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BRIGHT H ™
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wisely. (At least two should be your books!

-Periodically ask your followers on other
soclal media to follow you on Goodreads.

-Run giveaways (on or off Goodreads).

-Look up other authors in your genre and
add their friends. (For example . . .)




WAYS TO GET IN THE FE

1 al e2dzN) ¥2t{t26SNR 02 | RR
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-Update your book review section.

-Like and comment on existing (positive) reviews.

-Ask readers (plus your street team!) to like and commen
on existing reviews (do this for Instagram and Facebook
giveaways).

-Create a Goodreads Giveaway.
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by Kimberly Titus
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Updade progress
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Ses mvore - Add a book - General update

2022 READING CHALLENGE f

2022 40 negert Ink, memilih sebagal penuls sama

rtinya membuka kemungkinan ditudueh sabagal
books completed

engangguran! Kamu terlihat lebdh sering di
14 baoks behind schedule
- || A0,/ 101 (40%)

urnah. Tak pernah peral pagl seperti orang ...
READING

Conmtinue reading

Wiew Challenge ~
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CHALLENGE

COODREADS CHOICE AWARDS
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gOOd reads Home  MyBooks Browse ¥  Community v Search books

Ii].] Wi]liamSOIl (edit author profile) e Goodreads Author

Born in The United States
July 11, 1975
Website hittp: wwwjillwilliamson.com
Twitter Jillwilliamson
Genre Fantasy, Young Adult, Children's
Influences Tolkien, Rowling, Brandon Sanderson, Frank Peretti, Lloyd Alexander ..more
Member Since February 2008

URL https:/www.goodreads.com/jillwilliamson

Jill Williamson is an award-winning fantasy and science fiction author of over twe

books including By Darkness Hid, which won several awards and was named a Best

Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror novel by VOYA magazine. She has also writte
G el LA el g several books on the craft of writing and teaches at www.GoTeenWriters.com, one

Writer’s Digest’s 101 Best Websites for Writers.”
more photos (3)

This is different than simply having an author
page. This allows you to claim your book, interac
with readers, do paid promotions, and more!

If you do not see
that badge in your
profile, you have
not yet joined the
Author Program!

Jill s
At

54 b
1,388 followers




GOODREADS AUTHORS
CAN ALSO . ..

JUOFNIO OodaAfRAY3I 02271 0dz
writing the first dratft.

-This allows readers to add your book months to
years before its published.

-Which gives you a head start at being seen and
building word-of-mouth interest for your book.



HOW TO BECOME A GOODREADS AUT

1. Create your profile.

2. Look up your books. Click the author name.
0 UKS aLa UKA&a é2dzKé LINRYLW X

3. Submit your application. They'll email you when you're
approved.

4. Once you have your author page, update your headshot, bio,
and add a link to your website.

Instructions:

A good article:


https://www.goodreads.com/author/program
https://www.goodreads.com/blog/show/1106-what-authors-should-know-about-joining-the-goodreads-author-program

INTERACT AS A REAL
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Q, Title, author or ISBN

EXPLORE POPULAR GENRES

USE THE AP
e | RS

TO ADD

BOOKS BY
SCANING THE
COVER

Scan Books  Shelve (1)

Scanner Scanned Books (5)

~ & AsBright as Heaven
A

BRIGHT by Susan Meissner
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Home My Books Discover Search

Rate this book:
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Home My Books Discover Search




JOIN THE

ANNUAL
GOODREADS

READING
CHALLENGE

4 2021 Reading Challenge (1

My Challenge Friends' Challenges

93 of 100 books

3 books behind schedule
I ©3%

15 m2

All | Want For Christmas is
the Girl Next Door (All | Want
for Christmas #1)

Chelsea Bobulski

The Voyage of the Dawn
Treader (Chronicles of
Narnia, #3)

C.S. Lewis

The Purpose of Christmas

) Ll @ Q

Home My Books Discover Search

ul Verizon 3

10:35 PM cam )

4 2021 Reading Challenge * (1]

1 My Challenge ﬂ Friends' Challenges
»

521 N
é\‘ chedule

READING
CHALLENGE

epy  Congratulations!

You've completed the 2021
Reading Challenge by reading 100

books.
Share your accomplishment:

Rogers: Splrltual Insights
from the World''s Most .
Beloved Neighbor

% Amy Hollingsworth

q Rpran:n nﬁl\lmn-nlvln
» Q

Home My Tooks Discover Search




My Books
Cancel Progress Done

I'veread 95 % Page # Percent

1 How's the book?

B v Magic Hunters: The o ~

W9 W by Jill Williamson
READING i
== procress: [ 95
A I've finished this book!
d2 Want to Read
WHEN YOU [k g
& : ¥ The Most Popular New Sci-Fi Discover reader favorites fran
gl_ll{jreads Home  MyBooks  Browse - Community -
FINISH A BOOKIF b
915 books
READERS SE 2 =
Search " Read E:__l_ S - p
Kindle $8.49 u:j
YO | ¥ * * * * Friends & Following (15)
U ]

Your rating

Seeall ¥

M I % ',I'_ [l ii. Ratings & Reviews
R OGER o) My Review

Tk ke

Lowved It so much.




YOU CAN EVEN POST
UPDATES WHEN YOU
REREAD YOUR OWN BOOK

| DID THIS WHEN PROOF
LISTENING TO THE BLOOD
KINGS AUDIO BOOKS.

(R

Home

Your Review Edit Review

Review Your Activity
D udys dyu - |@©°
I 40%

Vrell is about to stand before the pearly gates.
Achan is going to have to talk her into staying in
Er'Rets a while longer. ;-)

You added a status update
4 days ago - g5
| 47%

Vrell, Gren, Harnu, and Noam travel to
Mahanaim in hopes of rescuing Sit Rigil, Jax,
and Bran, while Achan and his army marches
south toward Armonguard! Alas, it is time to
make dinner, so that is all the listening | can do
for today.

You added a status update

just now
| 59%

Ahh! Achan fights the black knights at the
Reshon Gates while Vrell and her party scale
the tower in Mahanaim in hopes of defeating
Macon Hadar. Alas, | have plans today that
must pull me away from my proofreading now.
Until tomorrow!

M @ = O

My Books Discover Search
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BOOKS
BUT YOU L.

5hbQ¢ s
TO REVIE

I{:jl The Most Popular New Sci-Fl Discover reacer favorites from the past 3 years 3

Browse - Community -

My Review

P

Jill Williamsen
Author @

Search books n n G

* % &k Kk Decamber 11, 2020

After a lifetime of slavery, fourteen-year-old Kale s set free. She travels to The Hall in Vendela
where she will receive her tralning as a servant. Before she can reach her destination, ogres
attack her. She escapes Into a cave where she finds seven small dragon eggs. When she comes
back cutside, she Is rescued by Paladin servants. They Inform her that Paladin has given her a
qgift, the ability to find dragon eggs. and persuade her to leave her journey to The Hall for
another quest find a missing meech dragon egg and fulfill her destiny as a dragonkeeper.

Donita K. Paul crafis a wonderful adventure Into an amazing fantasy world. It's no wonder why
this book won a Chrsty award. | found the characters manvelous, my favorites being Gymn and
Metta, two dragons so tiny they often ride on Kale's shoulders. | highly recommend his novel for
boys and girls of all ages. Looking forward to book two.

Less A

young-adult-fantasy

Friends & Following (156)

«

BEill Tillman

* % &% Kk Movember 18, 2016

The fantastic land of Amara Is recovering from years of war Inflicted on its citizens by outside
forces—as well as from the spintual apathy corroding the Amarans’ hearts. With Kale and her

ANYTH I NG . You can post your endorsements, but you

donot

have to gl ve

'



5hbQC¢C O+ L 97

gOOd read S Search books Q

-

% /
\\}\ . G\

| But DO make good
RS2 . use of the book

THREE REALIBTIE FANTASY YA NOVELS
Read. - t
review section.
Jill Williamson
Author € * * * * *
55 books Rate this book

2o

1,388 followers

Ratings & Reviews

young-adult-fantasy gOOd reads Home  MyBooks Browse *  Community ~ Search books

The Safe Lands Complete Collection (Safe Lands #1-3) > Review > Edit

Friends & Following (8) The Safe Lands Complete Collection (Safe Lands #1-3)

by Jill Williamson (G Author)
g Ch fition

My rating: Clear

Bookshelves/tags: Choose shelves... read, young-adult-fantasy

What did you think? ormatting tips | Ins vor | En text field

Do you like boxed sets? With ebooks, they're not really in a "box," which is why they call them
collections, but it's the same idea. Readers can get the whole series at once. I think they can be a great
deal for readers to grab on sale. I was super excited when HarperCollins released this collection, and
I'm really looking forward to creating a 5-book set that includes the Safe Lands Trilogy and the Thirst
Duology together.

What are your thoughts on ¢ sets in one volume?|



My Review

Read

The Thirst Duology is complete!

Jill Williamson

Author & Learn more about book two, Hunger, here:
55 books

1,388 followers

You Can iﬂClUde JILlWILLInHSI]H.

purchase links,

I I I l ag e S eXC e r tS young-adult-dystoplan-and-post-apoc
) )

and write anything e .
you want to help HUNGER' . ..

intrigue readers | o e
and sell your book.

1,388 followers

Kindle $6.99 =

* %k k k %k




Ratings & Reviews

My Review

'}
& I'm SO EXCITED to finish Spencer’s story. He was my very first characte
Jill Williamson very first novel. You know, the book everyone tells you is the one you learned on

Author @ and you should put it in a drawer? | refused! The first book in this series, The New

55 books Recruit, was my sixth published novel. It's been FOURTEEN YEARS since | started

1,388 followers writing this fellow. (He should be married with kids by now.) But I've kept at it,
squeezing in one of his books where | could. And Spencer has been very patient.
Mow I've finally reached the end of his tale. I'm so proud of him and how much he’s

( Buy on Amazon grown. | hope you all enjoy the ending of this series. :-)

* & kK ok

Rate this book

Less

e
® Edit Review

You should update these for ALL your books regularly, but
especially right before you have a sale or a planned promotion.




LIKE AND COMMENT ON REVIE

QCSdreadS Home  MyBooks  Browse * Community * Search books 04 a
u kﬂdd a comment ,4)

- i .Iu.l.n.t.ra.usuu i a
" D ’ * * x k Kk March 22, 2009

Michelle Griep What | enjoyed most about Williamson's style is her dialogue. Witty. Snappy. Humaorous. The

i

Author @ interaction between characters is entertaining and sometimes surprising. Williamson truly has a
or

39 books knack for clever conversation.

1.855 followers My favorite character is hero Achan Cham. Besides the fact that he’s handsome, this is one

F humble protagonist. He's got his flaws all right, but he owns up to his shortcomings with a

| Friends |

""‘*-\. -____.n'

More

G likes - 1comment

o Like O Comment  sss

+" Read

Jill Williamson @ 132 years ago

Kindle $5.99 Thanks, Michelle!

% %k ok ok ok

Rate this book
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Just as good on a re-read!

Besvicw when first read in Apnl 200
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Morg ~

dysioplan  own-ano-resd | poung-adult
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o Lkn < Comment e

‘ Siarra Fatth 7 years ago
I loeed this book! THough | was sad the way she ended It

“ Ay 7Tyoars ago
I levez thils series! Mason's was my favarite POV too. | love the whole cast of
charzdiors, althouwgh | newer connected much with Lawl,

. Rebeoca [pagescollective) 7 yoars ago
Yizah, this s a reread for me. Then | plan on finkshing the series! | lked Lew more the

first i through, but 'm not really connecting with him on this read.

‘ Siarra Fatth 7 years ago
Rebeooo * Sthar EIF ~ wrote: “Yeah, this i o rereod for me. Then | pdon on findsfing
the sared | iked Lovl more the first ime throwgh, bt lme nof really comecting with
Him o s reod”

The next two books are good!
Lomz -~

. Rebeoca [pagescollective) 7 yoars ago
Yo That's great to heas! | ook foreard to reading them® :0

‘ I: Add a commont




ASK READERS TO REVIEW Y
BOOK ON GOODREADS

-Ask your Influencers and/or street team.
-Ask In your newsletter.
-Ask on your soclial media.
-Ask In the back matter of your novels.



ENGAGE POSITIVELY W
POSITIVE ACTIVITY

Whenever you interact on
Goodreads, everyone sees It!
Be positive.



LIST YOUR BOOK AT BIRT

-This allows you to start building book
buzz at the earliest stage.

-It allows readers to add your book
months to years before its published.

-Glves you a head start at being seen
and building wordof-mouth interest.
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The princess Is missing, and Drake, Captalin of the Guard, has until the next moon to find her o itwill

mean war between the Grounder and Aeral kingdoms. His search leads hm to the human realm
where he finds a changelng slave Impersonating a teenage boy. When the boy's sister leams Drake's
true name, she commands him to take her to the faery realm to find her brother. Drake doesn't hawve
time for human games, but the girl controls him now. The sooner he finds the boy, the sconer he can
find the princess and stop a war. Unless this gif enslaves him forever.
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See all editions >
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UPDATE READERS ON YOUR PRO(

-Let your readers know what
you wrote.

-Glve spoilerfree sneak
peeks that intrigue readers.

-You can post teaser images
too. Use Pixabay and other

free sites to find fun, royalty

free Images.
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Your Review Edit Review

Review Your Activity

& You added a status update
1yearago - 181
I 57%

Okay, I'm a little over halfway through this
book, and one thing I've realized is that this
book is very different from the books | write.
It feels like a middle grade book. I'd like to
rewrite it as a young adult book. I'm thinking,
perhaps, it could be a young, young adult
book/an upper middle grade book, like Percy
Jackson. I've been taking notes as | read. I'll
know more when I'm done.

| You added a status update
1year ago - ife1
|

74%

Still trying to decide what | will change about
this story and what | will leave as is. The plot
reminds me of two other popular middle
grade fairytale mashups, so I'm going to try
my best to give this story something unique.
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This book was a treat! Imagine a main character like Esther from the Bible d I\L aw .I“\ on ““ W lhi \IllL
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2022 READING CHALLENGE worfhg ¢ MAN MR
John W. Otte has done an astounding job of building an authentic world R TR - o hass

Challenge yourself to read more this year! filled with a variety of... More

2022 enttoread Drawn in Ash
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GOODREADS CHOICE AWARDS

by John W. Otte
‘ books in 2022 V) °
« Want to Read . Rate it:
READING
CHALLENGE The Dynasty claims to be a veritable paradise where goodreads
You can change your goal at any time a multitude of races live in peace and harmony. CHOICE
Everys knows better. The Dynasty has been broken ' AWARDS

WANT TO READ since it was founded, with... Continue reading 202 1

Like - Comment

Announcing the Best
P Books of 2021

Write a comment...




ASK BETA READERS TO WR
EARLY REVIEWS

-Once you have a first draft complete,
you can give It to beta readers, then as
some to post early (positive) reviews.






